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Introduction: Location 


Iraq is situated in the south-western part of Asia, and 
_ occupies the north-eastern part of the Arab Homeland. It 
is bordered by Turkey to the north; Iran to the east; Jordan, 
Saudia Arabia and Syria to the west; Kuwait, the Arab 
_ Gulf and Saudi Arabia to the South. Iraq is a bridge con- 
. necting three continents, ‘Asia, Africa Se Fumps: 
Area and Population: : 


: The area of the country is 438, 446 sq. kms., and the 

‘population is about 13 million, eighty percent of whom are 
Arabs, next the Kurds, Turkomans, Armenians, Assyrians 
and other minorities. 


Then come the Christians and other religions such as the 
Yezidies in the north and the Sabeans in the south. The 
official language is Arabic. Beside minority languages, the 
most popular foreign ieee is aaa 

Governorates: 


Baghdad: Js the centre of this Governorate and the 
Capital of Iraq. It was founded by the Abbassid Caliph 
Al-Mansour in 762 A.D and soon became the capital of the 
great Abbassid Empire. The Tigris river divides the city 
into two parts, Karkh and Risafa. More than 3 million people 
live in this great modern city. 


Nineveh: Mosul, which is the centre of this Governorate, 
represents the most important trade centre and the largest 
city in the north. It is situated on the Tigris which divides 
it into parts, the eastern of which was once occupied by the 
famous Assyrian city of Nineveh. Mosul is also known as 
_ the city of Two Springs, and the Leaning Minaret. The city 
is rich in historic buildings and sites especially mosques and 
chruches. 


Basrah: The main ee of Iraq, and located in the south, 
on the western bank of Shatt al-Arab. Basrah city is rich 
in cultural heritage, as it had been the home of thinkers, 


large expanses of date-palm groves. 


Arbil: Arbil city is the centre of the Autonomous Area 
and the Governorate. One of largest cities in the north, it 
enjoys commercial and historic importance. The historic 
Citadel is rich in architectural heritage and is being redeve- 
loped into a tourist area. It is reputed for its several summer 
resorts like: Salahuddin; Sararash; Shaqlawa; Haj-Umran; 
_ Derbandirayat; and Jindiyan. 


Babil: Hilla city is the centre of this Governorate. The 
world famous city of Babylon is located near Hilla. Built 
around 2350 B.C., it became the capital of several empires. 
Its archaeological site is currently undergoing a major 
restoration campaign. 


Other Governorates are: Dohuk, Sulaimaniya, Ta’mim, 
- Salahuddin, Diyala. Wasit, Anbar, Misan, Kerbala, Najaf, 
 Qadisiyah, Thi’qar, and Muthana. 


Climate: 


The climate of Iraq is hot and dry in summer, cold and 
rainy in winter. During the summer season, however, the 
temperature in the northern region is considerably lower 
than other regions in the country. In winter, the tempera- 
ture sometimes drops below zero with snow falls in the 
mountainous northern region. - 


LAND 


Consists of mountains, hills,plains and mounds. And as 
we go north east mountains are higher, forming 6% of the 
total area, the highest peak is Hilkurd, the hight of which 
is 3600 M. Mountains of significance are Brawdist, Suramadia, 
Kindeel, Bikhair, Bakirman etc,,, to the west of the moun- 
tainous area extends the meandering area which is not high, 
and forms 10% of the area of Iraq, as to the alluvial plan, 
it is characterized of being of a flat surface and mounts as 
we proceed to the south and.in there exist depressions 
(Marshes) such as Al-Hwaiza, Al-Hammar, and Al-Sa’adiyah 
etc... As to the western mound, it forms 60% and is divided 
into Al-Jazirah and is situated to the Tigris and the 
Euphrates, and the mound to the west of the Euphrates 
expanding towards Syria and the Arab peninsula. 

River, Lakes, and Marshes 


In- Iraq there’ are two great rivers, the Tigris and 
Euphrates, both of “which flow from the north (Turkey) and 
the city of Qurna is their confluence, forming one river, 
that is Shatt Al-Arab which falls into Arabian Gulf. 


The Tigris is 1418 km. long, whereas the Euphrates is 
1200 km. long when passing through Iraqi frontiers. As to 
_ the remaining tributaries, they are, Al-Khabour, Upper and 
Lower Zabs. Al-Udhaim and Diyalah. 


There are natural lakes such as Sawa, Shari, and artifi- 
cial ones such as Al-Tharthar, Al-Razaza, Al-Habbaniya, 
Derbendikhan and Dokan. 


Whereas marshes exist in the alluvial plains and are 
regarded as fishing areas, the most prominent of which are 
Al-Hwaiza, Al-Hammar, Al-Saffar, Al-Dalmaj and Al- 
Sa’adiyah etc... : 


Agriculture 


Agriculture had flourished since the most ancient eras, 
due to the existence of expanse areas of plains and the 
two everlasting rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates and 
their tributaries in addition to lakes where water is stored 
for summer season. Moreover, the 17-30 July revolution 
took great care of this sector. It inforced amendements 
on the law of agrarian reform, according to which new 
bases were established for the distribution of land to 
peasants, and security of their rights. Feudal ownership 
was abrogated in the rural areas. The method of modern 
mechanization has been widly applied through all the 
stages of the agricultural process, and the method of 
collective agriculture and state farms has been genera- 
lized. The agricultural Sector has achieved a remarkable 
progress and accomplished many irrigation and tapping 
projects and reciamation of thousands of Acres of lands 
for agricultural purposes. It has also pursued scientific 
modern methods in irrigation by means of spraying and 
dripping in order to render available enough water, 
thus avoiding its being wasted. 


: The agricultural production covers wheat and barly 
as well as maize, rice, cotton, flax and tobacco of which the 
north is famous. There are also many fruit trees such as 
dates, lemons, grapes, pears, apricot, pomegranates, figs 
and oil crops such as sesame, sunflower, Peanuts, 
moreover, various kinds of beans and vegetables are 
planted. : : 2 


he eternal tree 


_ the world. It is called the tree of the first life. Iraq is 
the first home of this immortal tree. Iraq produces 40% 
: _ of the world dates and there exist 33 millions of palm 


| there are also at kinds of dates. Anodally 


: ‘the northern ‘and cafe mountainous areas amo- 
to 5% of the land. Plans are underway to oe 


- The majority are mosiems, and Islam is the state velar 


men of letters, literature and poetry. It is also famous for its _ 


6- Iran 


The palm tree is regarded as one of the oldest trees in 
and 100 fils. 


| 2. 38% of the total number of palm trees of the © 


The Central Bank of Iraq - Rashid St. Tel. 8889051 


_ Rafidain Bank (Tourist Centre Branch) Ministry of Infor- 
mation Bldg. Al-Tahreer Square (Liberation square) 
| Rafidain Bank Branch Baghdad International air ‘Port Tel. 


MUSEUMS _ — 


_ The Iraqi museum - Al-Karkh Al-Baath oe square. 
: AL [ agidad! museum Al- ete near ae bridge (A) 


Mineral riches 
Trag ranks fifth i in the oe of oil which the blessed 


17-80 July revolution had nationalized on the Ist of June, 


1972. It condenses in Al-Ta’meem, Basrah, Misan and Nineveh 
Governorates. Sulphur condenses At Al-Mishrak ‘field, 


_ whereas phosphates exist in Al-Anbar and both are nation 
ally exploited. 


How to come to Iraq? 


There exist land, air and sea routes to Iraq. It is sea- 
linked. with the far-east countries through the port of Basrah. 
It is air-linked with most of the capitals and main cities of the 
world through direct and regular flights run by Iraqi and 
international air lines. It is also linked with turkey, Iran, 
Jordan, Syria, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia by land transport. 
Baghdad is also linked with Istanbul by rail roads through 


Syria and onwards to Europe. 
Overland Routes 
1- Jordan 


Baghdad-Ramadi-Rutba H4-Mafrak-Aman, a well- 
paved 918 km route. 


2- Syria : 
a) Baghdad-Ramadi-Rutba-Tenef Al-Iraqi (Al-Waleed 

. province) Abulshamat, Damascuss, a weil paved 

845 km route. 


_b) Baghdad-Ramadi-Rutba-H4 (in Jordan) Al-Mafrak- 
Dara-Damascuss, a well paved 1043 km route. 


c) Baghdad-Ramadi-Rutba-Hit-Haditha-Ana-Al-Qaim 
(Syrian border) and Damascuss 884 km long route, 
the largest part of it is paved. 


d) Baghdad-Mosul-Rabee’a-Al-Yarubiyah (Syrian 
border) -Aleppo. A well paved 1066 km long route. 


3- Turkey 


Baghdad-Mosul-Zakhu-Diyar Bakir (Turkish border) 
Ankara. A well paved 1786 km long route. 


4- Kuwait 
Baghdad-Kut-Amara-Basrah-Safwan (Kuwait 
border) -Kuwait. A well paved 615 km. long route. 


5- Saudi Arabia. 


Baghdad-Kerbala-Najaf-newly paved route. The 
remaining part is under construction. The route 
used today passes through Basrah- Safwan through 
Kuwait onwards to Suadi Arabia. It is a well paved 
-route. 


a) Baghdad-Baquba-Khanagqin (Iranian border) Kasr 


SHAQLAWA RESORT 94h ives 


Sheereen Kermanshah-Tehran. A well paved 960 
km. long route. 


b. Baghdad. Basrah-Shattularab, Al-Muhamara ies 


shahar). 


c. Baghdad, Basrah-AbulKhaseeb, Alsiba, through Shattul- 
are - Abadan, 605 Kilometer paved route. 


d. Baghdad, Kirkuk, Arbil, Shaklawa, Rawanduz, Darbandi 
Rayat (Iranian borders) Bakreeze, a 920 Kilometer well 
paved route. 


Important remarks to the drivers. 


1. Iraq applies international traffic Signs, applied all over 
the world and vehicles run on the right side of the road. 


2. The maximum speed on the internal roads (cities) is 60 
kilometer but the maximum speed on external highways 
is 110 K.M. per hour. 


3. Fuel stations are available all over the country as well 
as in the main external highways. The distance 
between every two stations doesn’t exceed 50 k.m. 

4. Fuel sale gauge unit is the litre. Purified petroleum is 
sold.at 35 fils per litre. Extra purified petroleum is sold 
at 40 fils per litre-D@=21 cars gas is sold at 10 fils per 
litre. 

5. Most of. the roads connecting Baghdad with all other 
Governorates are newly paved. In adition, there are 
two-way newly paved roads such as Baghdad-Kut, 
Baghdad Kerbala, Baghdad-Hilla, Baghdad- Al-Ramadi. 
The remaining roads shall be likewise completed in the 
near future. 


Iraqi Currency 


Currency used in Iraq is the Dinar which is divided into 
1000 units each of which known as fils. There are two kinds of 
currencies. One is metal and the other is paper. 


The metal includes: one fils, five fils, ten fils, 25 fils, 50 fils, 


The paper : quarter | dina half dinar, one dinar, 5 dinars, 
ten aes and twenty five dinars. 


BANKS © 


Rafidain Bank (Main Branch) Rashid St. Tel. 8889011 


5518888 
Rafidain fa Branch Diwan Hotel Tel. 880739 


Shohada a 


GENERAL 


INFORMATION 


Costumes and ethnics museum - Rashid St. Al-Sinak. 
Arab Baath Socialist party museum Al-Karkh 

14 Ramadhan St. 

Military museum Al-Adhamiyah cornice. 


National Museum for Modern Art Al-Kifah St. Al-Nafora 
square (Fountain square). 


Al-Zawra Park Museum. 


There are other museums in the following cities: Mosul, 
: Basrah, Hilla, Sulaimaniyah, Arbil, 


Kirkuk. 


Important addresses 


Ministry of Culture and information 

_ Al-Tahreer Square. Tel. 69181-9 

_ State Organization for Tourism, Sa’doun st. Tel. 7761990 
State Establishment for Travel and Tourist Services 

_ Al-Kudwa sq. Kalid Ibn Al-Walid st. tel. 7760026 

_*State Establishment for Tourist Utilities 

- National Tourist Bureau Sa’don st. tel. 7761990-7760615 
National Tourist Bureau. Al-Nasir (Victory) 

_ square Tel. 8875447 


- Tourist Enquires centre: Baghdad International 
Airport: Tel. 5518888 

Iraqi Automobile and tourism Association 

_ Al-Mansour. Tel. 35862 


State Organization For Antiquities: 
- Al-Baa’th Monument square. Tel. 36121 
State Establishment for Iraqi Airways 
Baghdad International Air-Port Tel. 5518888 
- State Establishment for Iraqi Air-ways 
- Booking office Al-Sa’doun St. Tel. 8880051 


- State Organization For Iraq State Railways Damascus 


square. the international Station Tel. 30011 
Baghdad {International Air-Port Tel. 518888 and 5519999 


Car Station to: Mosul, Dohuk Tikrit, Al-Anbar, Babil, 
Kerbala, Al-Najaf, Al-Simawa Diwaniyah, Governorates 
Al-Karkh Tel. 37848 


Car Station to: Kut, Al-Amara, Al-Nasiriyah, Al-Basrah, 
Diyala, Kirkuk, Al-Sulaymaniyah and Arbil Al-thawra 
(Revolution) square Tel. 61020 


Important Telephones 


Tel No. 
Tel No. 


Tel No. 


Tel No. 
Tel No. 


Nasiriyah, and 


102 (Telephones numbers enquires) 

103 Registration for telephone calls all 
country, Kuwait, Damascuss, Allepo and Turkey 

8880006: Registration for telephone calls to Arab and 
foreign countries. 


104 Rescue Police 
88858 Capital officer on duty (Baghdad Police 
Headquarters . 
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